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bateway PTSA News

JANUARY 2010

rom the President
Sharon Loch

Welcome Back!! I hope you all had a wonderful 2 week break! Now that we are back to the busi-
ness of educating our children, it is an opportune time to discuss the upcoming Education Lev-
ies to be voted on February 9th.

Proposition #1, Replacement Levy for Educational Programs & Operations (4

Years)

If approved this levy would replace a local school tax that voters approved in 2006, which expires

at the end of 2010. Funds from this levy would continue to cover approximately 20% of the dis-
trict’s operating budget. These funds cover costs that the state does NOT include in its definition
of basic education. Some of the items not covered by the state include:

Textbooks, paper & supplies
Full costs of teacher and staff salaries
Programs that improve graduation rates
Student transportation to and from school
Staff training
Challenging classes for students

Athletics and other extra curricular activities
2

Proposition #2, The Building Repair & Technology Levy (6 Years)

IIfo aspproved this levy would cover the cost of computers and software for classrooms,
which are also NOT in the states definition of basic education. Additionally, replacement
and repair costs for major scheol repairs and systems are also included in this levy.

¢ [ Some examples of items covered by this levy include:

7 Computers and Software for classrooms, libraries and labs
Regular replacement of computer equipment and software
Replacing aging electrical and heating systems for cost savings
Roof replacement

For more information contact the Everett School District Communications Director at
425-385-4040 or email at mwaggoner@everettsd.org

Please remember to vote on February 9th!



January 2010

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Notes:

1

WINTER
BREAK

2

5
Girls Basketball
Practice Begins

8

Student Store
Open All
Lunches

10

11

12

13

14

15

ML King Jr.
Assembly
8:55am
Student Store
Open All
Lunches

16

17

18
M L King Day

NO SCHOOL

19

20

21
PTSA Meeting
6:30pm Library

22

Guardian
Award
Breakfast 7:45
am

Student Store
Open All
Lunches

23

24

25

26

Book Club
Meeting

4:00 pm Library

27

28

29

Student Store
Open All
Lunches

30

31

Gateway Middle School
Calendar of Events




From the Principal
Peter Scott

Happy New Year! I hope your Holiday season was memorable with your loved ones. For me, slowing
down provides time to recognize and enjoy the little things that I might have missed in the hectic pace pre-
ceding Winter Break.

I know many of us take advantage of the shorter days by curling up to a new book T or by finishing the
several that stand unread on the bookcase at home. Every so often, a book catches my attention for its par-

allels to education without being de Outlgersiaonee d! a
such book to which I keep coming back for its thought-provoking stories and debatable conclusions. Sev-

eral of my friends, independent of one another, recommended it to me last year. In turn, I recommended it

to the Gateway staff last spring and made several of the ideas in it a central platform for our back-to-school
preparatory work in the fall. Among his witgy

people in our society, all of them were given incredible opportunities to cultivate their innate gifts. In his
introduction, Gladwell says:

- o, O O - O O S O O S S S .

fiwe all know that successful people come from hardy seeds. But do we know enough about the anIight

that warmed them, the soil in which they put down the roots, and the rabbits and lumberjacks they vere

l ucky enough to avoi d? This book os(mot2@polut
I

Using this quote from the book, I posed a question to our staff last fall: In this way, how are we stewards |
of this forest here at Gateway@ne of the strengths of our school community is our partnership with par- |

ents, grandparents, and other stakeholders ip o
ture an environment that is conducive to grolwinw
Thank you for your continued investment in your

here at Gateway.

Best regards,

Peter Scott

Principal, Gateway Middle School

Library. Staff, students, and parents will together be discussing The Best Bad Luck I Ever Had, by Kristin
Levine. Set in 1917 and inspired by the aut
ship and the complexities of small-town justice. Hope to see you there!

|
|
I
|
|
|
|
|
p.s. I encourage you to join us for the Gateway Community Book Club on January 26" at 4:00 PM in our |
|
hor
|
|
I



From the Assistant Principal
Elizabeth Nunes

A New Beginning--Again

Happy New Year, Everyone! I hope you have taken the time to rest and rejuvenate over our winter
break. At this time of year it always strikfles
year . o We get a fresh start in September andfj th
other opportunity to think about our choices, priorities, goals, and plans for the future.

In December we celebrated our Honor Roll students who maintained a 3.2 GPA through the first
trimester. We honored our Students of the Month who demonstrated various lifeskills. We honored our All
Stars who have never received an infraction. We honored our Self-Directed Learners who go above and be-
yond expectations without being asked. And we honored our Honor Level One and Two students who may
have had one bump in the road but continue to make good choices at Gateway Middle School.

We are fortunate to have such a strong student body at Gateway as well as the involved parents who
we know play a critical role in their childrlleno
progress, both academically and behaviorally and expend the same energy as you did in September when
the school year began. As is true for us adults, it is easy for students to get in a rut and let things go. Helping
your child stay on top of his/her work and school activities will help ensure their continued success through
this second trimester and beyond. We at Gateway are committed to doing the same and look forward to the
second trimester celebrations we have already planned for your great children!

Athletics News

Girls Basketball begins on our second day back, Tuesday, January 5™. Please be sure that your child
has the paperwork turned in and a physical on file so she can begin practice on the first day. Basketball is a
cut sport and coaches decide on the team players during that first week of practice. Wrestling will begin on
Tuesday, February 2™, Interested students can pick up packets in the office so that they, too, can get the
proper paper work in and be ready to practice on the first day in February.

Thank You

It has been wonderful to see so many parent volunteers at Gateway this year! Thank you to our Walk
-Abouts, classroom volunteers, PTSA helpers, and all of you that contribute to our school community. If
you have not been able to volunteer and would like to, please contact Cheri Burkhardt or Lorie Lambert in
the main office to sign up. There are always available positions to help at Gateway and for you to get a first
hand experience of what you happens during the school day.
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Counsel or 0s (

Helping students identify future career options are a major focus of the counseling department’s classroom guid-

ance lessons. Throughout the school year, all Gateway students participate in many career exploration activities.

Please take a moment to read about the various career topics so you can discuss future options with your child.

All Gateway students have personal access to a website called “Bridges.” Students can access this website at
www.bridges.com. If students cannot remember their log-in names and passwords, they can contact their grade

level counselor for that information. An additional way to log-in to Bridges is by using the Gateway site access
information. To log-in under the Gateway site access, click on Site ID and enter 0104379. The password is gate-
way. We strongly encourage you to spend some time viewing the website and all it has to offer. Itis a great way
to discuss future career options with your child.

There are many activities students can participate on this website, such as:

f
f

Take a career inventory quiz that matches student skills and interests to 20-100 potential jobs.

Read descriptions on thousands of careers (job descriptions, potential salaries, future outlook
for job sustainability, interviews with actual people in the career field, real world applications.

Take a major inventory quiz to identify potential college majors students may choose post-high
school.

Middle school, high school, and college classes are recommended for specific careers are out-
lined.

Find various jobs within a ‘career cluster’ students may be interested in.

Find jobs that may interest students based on school subjects they are interested in.

As mentioned earlier, counseling lessons focus on career exploration activities. Throughout stu-
dents’ education experience at Gateway, they will participate in actual lessons where:

f
f

Students take the career inventory quiz to find out about traditional and non-traditional careers.

Students evaluate their future living expense goals and determine if their career goal will sup-
port them.

Students learn about projected salaries based on the level of post-high school training/
education (technical colleges, community colleges, bachelor degrees, masters degrees, profes-
sional degrees, etc.).

Students evaluate how their present middle school performance is having a direct effect on
their future lives.

Students begin planning their four year plans in high school based on the careers and level of
post-high school education they are interested in pursuing.

In eighth grade Middle School Learning Portfolio (MSLP) lessons and block classes, students
learn how to appropriately fill out job applications and will create actual job/education re-
sumes.


http://www.bridges.com/

From the Librarian
Stacy Stephens

The second meeting of the Gateway Community Book Club will be Tuesday, January 26 at

4:00. Parents and students are welcome and encouraged to attend! Our newest book, The Best Bad
Luck I Ever Had, by Kristin Levine, is a great read for adults and students of all ages.

Me et Harry, ADIito Sims and Emma Wal ker , t wo
1917. He was hoping that the new kid would be a boy who could go fishing and hunting with him. In-
stead, he meets Emma, the book worm and city girl. Emma not only struggles with fitting in to small
town life, but she also faces the prejudices of townspeople who have a lot to say about her African-
American family. When racial tensions provoke a crime in their town, Emma and Dit work together to

try to find justice.

This is a great story about friendship. Emma and Dit learn a lot from each other as they find adventure
all around them. The book brings up good discussion topics about racism and segregation and brings the
reader back to a setting that is different than our own. This story brings together the best elements of
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and To Kill a Mockingbird.

Please RSVP if you are planning to attend or if you have questions.

sstephens(@everettsd.org

Builders Club News

Announcing the Heavenly Hats Campaign! Her e6s a great chance f
favorite hats to school and support a great cause at the same time! The Heavenly Hats Foundation
(TM )collects and distributes brand new hats of all kinds to those heroes of all ages who lose their
hair due to the treatment of cancer or the many other medical conditions which may cause hair

loss. The Heavenly Hats Foundation (tm) was founded by teenager Anthony Leanna when he was
only 10 years old. Since it's beginnings in 2001, Heavenly Hats( ™) has distributed more than
450,000 brand-new hats to hundreds of hospitals and clinics around the United States. Thousands
more have been shipped directly to individuals. We also send hats to many other countries upon
request. We want to help every patient who is in need of headwear for warmth, comfort, courage
and strength. http://www.heavenlyhats.com/ Students at Gateway will be able to support the cause
by purchasingafihat t i c k &ickets Willbe on $ale.January 12-14 at student lunches. On
Friday, January 15, students will be invited to wear their favorite hat to school if they have pur-
chased a ticket. All proceeds will go to the Heavenly Hats Foundation. We 6 r e | ooki ng
volunteers to collect money at lunches January 12-14.

6
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In Other News...
VOLUNTEER Student Technology in

Action Attention All Baseball and
RECOGNITION Softball Players!

The Student Technology

We are so very thankful o Learning Celebration

for our wonderful volun- _ Mill Creek Little League announces
will be held on January

. registration dates for baseball, soft-
teers this year and would 20th at Cascade High ball and challenger players. Registra-

like to say thank you to - tion will be held January 6t and
three Zhls morz:h School. Families are wel- January 14t at Heatherwood Middle

come to attend to see all School in the cafeteria from 6:30 to
the great student technol- 830 cach night.

ogy projects from around

the district. The celebration ngjors/Minors - age 9-12

will be from 6pm-8pm.

Linda Terry volunteers
almost everyday with our
walkabout program and

during the Spring pro-
vided the gorgeous flow-

ers for our office.

Juniors —age 13-14*
Seniors —age 15-16*
Big League —age 17-18*

Dates To
Cathy Jo Thompson vol- = N
. cmemoper:
unteers regularly n 011'1' *for the 2010 season, league age for
Band Class Room and in M.L.King Jr.Day baseballthe age of the player as of
multiple of other areas. = o= ® April 30t of 2010. League age for
]anuary 18th softbait the age of the player as of
. . . D ber 31st, 2009
Kris Aarhust is a faithful NO SCHOOL coember

volunteer in the Library.

Come be part of the fun!

We appreciate each one  Book Club
of you and your commit-
ment to our students and

staff.

J anuary 26th at 4:00 pm For More information on Mill Creek

in the Library Little League eligibility and tryout
dates please visit our web-

site:zwww.millcreeklittleleague.com

Thank you so much

for everything you do.
Hearing Screening for

7th graders will be
February 3, 2010.



http://www.millcreeklittleleague.com

From Everett School District

Open Enroliment for School Variances

Beginning Jan. 4, 2010, you may submit a variance request if you would like your student to

attend a school other than your resident school for the 2010-11 school year. Applications will

be available online and at the Educational Service Center in the variance office, 4730 Colby

Ave. Office hours are Monday through Friday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m. with an after-hours drop box

available to the left of the front doors. Offices will reopen after the holidays on Jan. 4, 2010.

For more information, call (425)385-4 070 or visit the district Web

FREE TAX PREPARATION

Get your taxes prepared FREE by United Way certified volunteers at North Middle School in
north Everett, 2514 Rainier Ave.

Beginning Jan. 21 through April 15, you can have your basic individual tax return completed
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5 - 8 p.m., or Saturdays, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. in the North MS cafete-
ria. Please arrive 30 minutes prior to closing, no appointment necessary.

Be sure to bring a valid picture 1D, current social security cards or taxpayer ID numbers for all
family members and dependents, as well as current bank account information in order to re-
ceive an electronic refund. Call 2-1-1 for more information.

Know whatés ahead for your stud

All four high schools will need parent and community member volunteers to serve on panels to
hear culminating exhibitions in January and May. This takes about four hours of your time and
gives a great preview of one of the things your child will need to do to graduate from Everett
schools. You will see the standards that must be met and how students are judged against
those standards. If you are interested in helping as a panelist, call any of our high schools to
volunteer.  (See the chart on the next page for more information.)



School CE Times Contact Phone No. | E-mail
Dates
Cascade High 1/21/10 12:45-4 p.m. Trish Roberts 425-385- troberts@everettsd.
6030 org
Everett High 1/13/10 | 2:10-4:30 p.m. | Jodie Sievers 425-385- jsiev-
& 4426 ers@everettsd.org
1/14/10
HM Jackson High 1/21/10 1:00-4:30 p.m. | Vicki Haskell 425-385- vhas-
& 7003 kell@everettsd.org
5:00-8:30 p.m.
Sequoia High 2/2/10 10 a.m.-12:30 Nancy Ber- 425-385- nber-
p.m. tholet 5100 tholet@everettsd.or
g

Everett PTSA Council Reflections Exhibition

The community is invited to attend the annual Reflections Art Show featuring artistic creations of stu-
dents from district elementary, middle and high schools. Entries include work in visual arts, literature,
musical composition, film-video, choreography-dance and photography. The work of these young
artists will be on display at the Educational Service Center, 4730 Colby Ave., from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
through Feb. 4. The open house celebration will be held Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2010, 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.
at the Educational Service Center.

Good Attendance Is Important

When one of our students misses school, we worry about his or her success. Here are some of the
reasons for our concern:

1 The more times a student is absent, the less he or she can be expected to participate in and un-
derstand classroom activities.

1 Compared to regular attendees, chronically absent students receive lower grades and show less
than expected learning gains.

1 There is a direct correlation between being absent from school and eventually dropping out of
school.

Adults who missed a lot of school when they were children are often forced to live in poverty.

Please send your student to school each day. If, for some unavoidable reason, your child needs to
stay home, call the absentee line at 385-6605 or contact our school and let us know why your child
will not be at school.



bateway Teachers Win Classroom Grants

The Everett Public School Foundation has awarded classroom grants to the fol-

lowing Gateway Teachers:

Joanie Chaiten: '"Gateway Family Astronomy Night"

Diana Aarango, Stacy Dachenhausen, Kathi Gratz, Gretchen Stoskopf:

"Differentiated Reading Workshop Theme: Overcoming Adversity"

Lori Anthony, Jennifer Murk:

"Post-Secondary Experiences for Transitioning Eighth Graders: A Day of
Opportunity"

Susan Hines-Elzinga: "Learning is SEW Fun!"

Congratulations to all of our Grant winners!

L CITY OF —

MillCree

. Parks & Recreation

1\/[111 Creek Parks & Recreation is now accepting applications for winter recreation
gclasses for all ages. There is a 6 week (every Saturday) Ski/Snow Board bus trip to
Snoqualmie Pass starting February 20—March 27, leaving from the Gateway parking
glot.. For more information please visit the Mill Creek Parks & Recreation website at:
www.cityofmillcreek.com
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$$ PAINLESS FUNDRAISING $$

— &)\ Albertsons
Community Partners

Giving back for youth, One cart at a tme.

MOPTYYYRON YZ¢woodOYPYYQo=B6TNMYYOTYY=Z8YWPYTO

Your Al bertsonbés card can be used to bene
Community Partners program, PTSA can receive free funds based on the pur-

chases you make. Pl ease | ink your Al bert
PTSA or allow us to do it for you by completing the form on page 8 and returning it

to school.

eScrip ==

Gateway PTSA participates in the eScrip program (www.eScrip.com). You can reg-
ister your Safeway card, debit cards and credit cards to earn FREE $$$ for Gate-
way PTSA via eScrip. Please visit www.eScrip.com and follow the easy steps for
supporter registration to become enrolled. The group name is Gateway Middle
School PTSA. Or allow us to link your Safeway card for you by completing the
form on page 8 and returning it to school. It costs you nothing more than just mak-
ing your normal purchases to benefit Gateway PTSA.

The Everett School District complies with all federal and state rules and regulations and does not discriminate on the

basis of race, creed, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, age, veteran status, or disability.

This holds true for all students who are interested in participating in educational programs and/or extracurricular

school activities. Inquiries regarding compliance and/or grievance procedures may be directedtothes c hoo |l di st r i
Affirmative Action Officer, Title IX Officer, ADA Coordinator, or Section 504 Coordinator.

Affirmative Action Officer Carol Stolz 3715 Oakes, Everett, WA 98201 425-385-4106
Title IX Officer Randi Seaberg 3715 Oakes, Everett, WA 98201 425-385-4104
ADA District Coordinator  Kristine McDowell 202 Alder, Everett, WA 98203 425-385-5250
Section 504 Coordinator  Becky Ballbach 4730 Colby, Everett, WA 98203 425-385-4086.

11
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Gateway PTSA News
EMAILAY NEWSLETTER
ENROLLMENT FORM
GATEWAY MIDDLE SCHOOL PTSA IS GREEN!

The newsletter will only be available on our website www.GatewayPTSA.org or via email. Please complete the inior-
mation requested below in order Lo receive the newsletier via email.
(Wehavealsoe | 1 mi nat ed O Weaeeid deedyo revise srpast hdditional Wigmdioa t e S

aiter the newsletter is completed we will issue email updales only as needed.)

Students Name Grade

Parents Name Phone Number
Email Address

(PRINT CLEARLY)
Parent Signature Date

Gateway PTSA Painless Fundraising

Albertson’s and Safeway Cards

Name:

Address:

Home Phone #:

Albertson’s Card#:

Safeway Card#

**If you have children who attend Jackson High School or Forest View Elementary, Silver Firs Elementary, Mill Creck Ele-
mentary or Penny Creek Elementary you can elect to designate your Albertson’s donation to up to 4 schools.

Schools other than Gateway:
Forest View Elementary Penny Creek Elementary_ Mill Creek Elementary_

Silver Firs Elementary__ Jackson High School

Please return this form to the Main Office at Gateway
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