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MARCH 2010

rom the President
Sharon Loch

At our February 18th PTSA meeting a 3 member Nominating Committee was se-
lected to find candidates to run for Executive Committee positions for the next school
year. The Nominating Committee members are Kathy Kondakjian —Committee Chair,
Liza Granada and Sharon Loch. If you are interested in an Executive Committee
position for next year’s PTSA please contact any of the committee members at the
e-mail addresses listed to the left. The Executive Committee positions are President,
Treasurer, Secretary, Vice-President of Volunteers, Vice President of Ways & Means
and Membership Chair. All Executive Committee positions will be available for next
year. The election will be held at our April 15th PTSA meeting. Nominees must be
named by March 31st. I have held 3 different positions on the Gateway PTSA Execu-
tive Committee in the past 4 years. Each has it’s own rewards and challenges. Please
bring your expertise in leadership, fundraising, volunteer organization, bookkeeping,
recruiting membership or taking minutes to the Gateway PTSA Executive Committee.

It is also the time of year to recognize excellence in our PTSA Volunteers and Excel-
lence in our Educators. The is given to a volunteer in recogni-
tion of his/her dedication and service to children and youth. The Outstanding Educa-
tor Award is given to an individual who has provided outstanding educational oppor-
I‘u%nsities for children and youth th%t are beyond the normal scope of their jobs. Out-
standing educator nominees can include teachers, specialists, support staff, administra-
tors, or community members. Please nominate that deserving person you know.
Nominating forms for the Golden Acorn Award and the Outstanding Educator Award
can be found on the last 2 pages of this newsletter or on our website
www.GatewayPTSA.org Nomination forms must be turned in to the main office by
Thursday March 18th.

At our next PTSA meeting on Thursday, March 18th, Principal Peter Scott will
share the results of the Educational Effectiveness Surveys that were distributed during
parent/teacher conferences last fall. Our regular meeting will begin at 6:30 pm in the
Library. Mr. Scott will speak at 7:00 pm regarding the survey results. Please plan to
attend to learn more about the data resulting from these surveys.




March 2010

Sunday | Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Notes: 1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Festival of the
Bands at JHS NO SCHOOL
7:00 pm Teacher Work
Day
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
POPCORN 8th Grade PTSA Meeting Solo &
DAY Family Night at | 6:30pm Ensemble
Jackson HS Library & Festival
6:3G1 8:30 pm Parent Survey Eisenhower
results 8:00 am
7:00 pm
Award Nomina-
tions Due
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
7th Grade Vi-
sion Screening
74 Grade Choir
Concert 7:00pm
28 29 30 31 .
Gateway Middle School

Calendar of Events

For the most up to date information check the
Gateway Online Calendar at:
http://www.everett.k12.wa.us/gateway/Calendars




From the Principal
Peter Scott

March, 2010

Dear Gateway Families,

One of the oO0catch phrasesO weaspintsf eontinuows qgnpreweitenty
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dent attitude. We want this attitude to permeate through every aspect of our school 8t hat 6s why lwe

places ranging from student recognition ceremonies to staff meetings. To us, fostering a spirit of continuous irh-

provemendans celebrating our strengths and replicating experiences that result in student learning. But it also |
means paying close attention to o0l ands of oppor

Last fall, many parents attending conferences completed the Educational Effectiveness Survey (EES) designed
by the Center for Educational Effectiveness out of Redmond, WA. All of our students and each of our staff
members also completed the survey. Our staff recently engaged in a two-day conversation looking at this data
from multiple stakehol der perspectives. We
to improve on the services we provide our Gateway community. We also produced a follow-up survey for our
students to delve deeper into much of their feedback. As a team of educators, we want to check our assump-
tions, ask more questions, and ultimately arrive at action steps to make sure we respond to our stakeholders in
meaningful ways @ all in the Spirit of continuous improvement

Our next PTSA meeting will be held at its regular start time (6:30 PM) on March 18 in the library. At 7:00 PM,
I will be leading a 30-minute interactive discussion on the perceptual data yielded from the student and parent
surveys. All Gateway parents and guardians are invited and encouraged to attend.

Our parent partnerships are highly valued. Thank you for your ongoing support and contributions in making
Gateway a great place to grow as learners.

Best regards,

Peter
Peter Scott

Principal, Gateway Middle School

——————————————————————F————
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From the Assistant Principal
Elizabeth Nunes

Developing Strong Minds . . .and Strong Bodies

We spend a great deal of time here at Gateway helping to develop strong minds. We also know the value of
developing strong bodies and our P.E. department plays a critical role in this area, along with the coaches in our
athletics programs.

There has been much focus on the physical health of our youth, from the NFL Play 360 campaign to Michelle
Obamads | atest proposal to take on the i1issuef] of
few weeks we were reminded how great it is to get outside and enjoy the fresh air. I was just talking with one of

our 8t graders after school today about the difference between now and when I was young. We lived outdoors,

riding our bikes, playing games with our friends, etc. Now there are so many other indoor attractions and dis-

tractions, between new technological advances and the advent of video games that children often stay indoors

all day.

Here are a few ideas to encourage your child to get outside and get more active:

1 Ride his/her bike to school. Please remember that at Gateway students are expected to wear bike helmets as
this is the law and a good one for safety.

T Walk the dog. I f you dond6t have one offer 0
T Go out and get the mail. Even if itds not : B
1 Plan a weekend hike. There are some wonderful hiking areas neatby.

1 Consider joining the Gateway track team. The first day of practice is Monday, April 12t right after our

spring break. Track is a big program here at Gateway and our students enjoy this outdoor sport.

Model a good exercise program for your child. If they see you getting out and exercising they will see this as the
norm and get to enjoy it along with you.

We al | benefit from getting out and moving alfou



8th Grade News

March is High School Transition Month at Gateway. Here are some important events to
remember:

March 15: Jackson High School is leading a 1st petiod assembly for 8th graders at Gateway about extracurticular activities,
clubs and sports at JHS. During 2nd period, each JHS counselor will meet with his/her future 9th graders as a group to distrib-
ute high school information and registration materials. Students are assigned to a counselor by last name/alpha. Please see the

JHS website for counselor assignment.

March 17: Jackson High School Family Night at Jackson, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Jackson HS will mail an invitation for this event to all
8th graders.

PLEASE SAVE THIS DATE:

April 1: Jackson High School registration at Gatewayou and your 8th grader will have a 30-minute appointment to dis-

cuss 9th grade schedule choices with a Jackson and Gateway staff member (15 minutes) as well as submit 9th grade course se-

lections by computer (15 minutes). You will be notified by mail of your appointment time about two weeks before April 1.

Parents please save April 1 on your calendar and try to keep your day flexible so you may attend the scheduled rggis-
tration appointment with your student.

Thank you for your support. Your involvement is key to a smooth transition from middle school to high school for your 8th
grade student.

New Freshman AP Offering at Jackson High School

We are continuing to expand AP programs at Jackson High School and next school year we will be adding a

new AP option. Beginning with the 2010-2011 school year, we will offer AP Art History to 9th grade students. AP Art History

is a course that has been available for the last several years, but we have not had enough student requests to offer the course. By
offering AP Art History to freshmen as an alternative to Intro to Art, we are hoping the course will get the enrollment we need

to run it. We believe we can provide a rigorous and challenging course, yet make it viable for freshmen. This course would serve
as a prerequisite for any course requiring Intro to Art, would give a taste of the workload for future AP courses, and would al

low accelerated students to take AP courses all four years of high school.

The College Board describes the course as follows:

INTRODUCTION:

The AP Art History course should engage students at the same level as an introductory college art history survey.

Such a course involves critical thinking and should develop an understanding and knowledge of diverse

historical and cultural contexts of architecture, sculpture, painting, and other media. It also provides an opportunity

for schools to strengthen an area neglected in most curricula. In the course, students examine and

critically analyze major forms of artistic expression from the past and the present from a variety of cultures.
While visual analysis is a fundamental tool of the art historian, art history emphasizes understanding how and
why works of art function in context, considering such issues as patronage, gender, and the functions and
effects of works of art. Many colleges and universities offer advanced placement and/or credit to students

who have performed successfully on the AP Art History Exam.



New Freshman AP Offering(continued)

THE COURSE:

Student Preparation: While the course does not assume prior training or seek primarily to identify students
who will major in art history in college, it does require a high degree of commitment to academic work and to
the purposes of a program designed to meet college standards. Students who have done well in other

courses in the humanities, such as history and literature, or in any of the studio arts are especially encouraged
to enroll. It is hoped that the experiences of students in the practice of art and in other humanities

courses will prove useful in enriching the context of the art history course.

From: College Board AP, AP Art History Course Description, May 2010-2011.

We are excited to be able to offer this new course to incoming freshmen who received a B-average or greater in
their block class. Unfortunately, we can only offer one section of the class next year as it is a trial class. As
such, if we have more requests than spaces we will have to use a lottery system to determine who is placed

in the class.

Lawrence Fritz, Assistant Principal , JHS

Gateway PTSA Membership Note
To everyone who has joined our Gateway PTSA, THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!! for your continued
support to our school. Without your membership and support our PTSA would not exist. At present we currently have
237 members with hopes that our Membership will grow. It is never too late to join! Won’t you please consider join-
ing this great organization so we can continue to grow and help our students, staff and school. Our PTSA is able to help
support all of the programs that are offered at Gateway, such as Building and Faculty Classroom Grants, Student of the
Month and Guardian Awards breakfasts, Honor Level Rewards, Emergency Preparedness, Shoe Fund, Student Store,

Staff Appreciation and Popcorn Days.

Membership forms are available in the main office. Or online at www.GatewayPTSA.org
If there are any questions please contact any one of us on the Board:
GatewayPTSA7.3.72@gmail.com

Yours truly,
The Gateway PTSA Board /Membership

|
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: v YMCA of Snohomish County Mill Creek Family YMCA Official Grand Opening Gala
| March 13, 10 a.n.2 p.m.

|

iThe whole community is invited to play at the Y! Open Swim time, family program demonstra-
Etions, and health and wellness class demonstrations are only part of the fun - bring the family!


http://webmailb.juno.com/webmail/new/8?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000V0k0:001BWmMP00001SI4&block=1&msgNature=all&msgStatus=all&count=1266887337&content=central

GUARDIAN AWARD WINNERS FOR THE
1st SEMESTER

Rahima Ahmed ) Lo
Nicholas Heimbigner
Delvene Ali
Rachel Al Austin Kelly
ache en
Howard Lee
Robert Barcott
Austin Lewis
Minerva Blair
Brian Lopez
Melissa Bosmann
Kaytlin McClain
James Carlson-Hart
Joshua Meadows

Robert Drew Christopher Merrill

Olga Drozdov Saidutt Nimmagadda

Zachary Everroad Joanie Pavlic

Colton Faddis Jess Robbins

Madison Fetzer Ashley Sawyer

Ontonio Fischer Andrea Simental

Nichole Grossaint Jessica Todd

Nathan Hanold

Daniel Trifonov

Clayton Harker Unique Washington

I{yah Harris Dakota Zellmer

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL
GUARDIAN AWARD WINNERS!




Students of the Month January 2010

6th Grade
Rhonda Salsbery

Raven Price
Tessa Borrego

Bailey Mcintyre

7th Grade
Sierra Sherk
Hunter White

Edward Cho
Tristan Willis

8th Grade

Nataliya Trifonov

Hannah Tan
Jacie Barich

Joe Domnick

Friendship, Organization, Patience, Cooperation, Responsibility
Effort and Initiative
Responsibility, Initiative, Cooperation, Effort

Caring, effort, initiative, patience, perseverance, responsibility

Patience, Flexibility, Cooperation, Responsibility

Cooperation, Courage, Curiosity, Effort, Flexibility, Initiative, Integrity,
Patience, Perseverance, Responsibility, Sense of Humor

Responsibility, Initiative

Effort, Perseverance, Curiosity

Initiative, Perseverance, Effort, Common Sense, Problem Solving,
Responsibility, Curiosity

Responsibility, Effort
Effort, Caring

Perseverance, Effort

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL STUDENT OF

THE MONTH WINNERS!




Art at Gateway

Susan HinesElzinga, Art Teacher

In Art News:

On February 22 The Snohomish Arts Council and the Scholastic Art Awards honored the fol-
lowing students with their prestigious silver medal: Faithaleen LopezFloresand Kaytlin
McClain, with Kaytlin earning 2 silver medals. Congratulations also to Jacob Westnd
Kimberly Seefor their work which received an honorable mention.

On March 1st, at 6PM 45 Gateway student art pieces will be honored at the 2010 Middle school
Art Show at the Everett Public Schools Administrative Office on Colby Street. Congratulations
to all these students for being selected to represent Gateway and our community.

Miguel Escalera ( 2d place award)
Rahima Ahmed (3 Place award)
Irina Lapchenko (3 pieces)
Tom Nelson ( 2 pieces)

Nathan Vallejos ( 2 pieces)

Elizabeth Bader
Mickey Blair
Maren Davis

Samantha Duvall

Nicholas George
Nick Havorka

Noah Henning
April Jacobs

Kyla Lang

Vincent Leung

Jonathan Louangrath

Kaytlin McLain
Anika McManamen
Reina Miyamoto
Anna Nguyen
Paige Reid
Kaitlyn Rufer
Mickey Schiebel
Kendal Thompson
Blayke Traeholt
Blake Vaughn
Morgan Wood




From Everett School District

Is the economy impacting your budget?

Check out the quick-reference chart below to see if you qualify for assistance with the cost of meals at school. Depend-

ing upon your familyds i ncome, hel ppricechbyeakiast and rehes farstlidentst
in your family.
INCOME CHART
Effective from
July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010
Household Twice Per Every Two
Size Annual Monthly Month Weeks Weekly
1 $20,036 $1,670 $ 835 $771 $ 386
2 26,955 2,247 1,124 1,037 519
3 33,874 2,823 1,412 1,303 652
4 40,793 3,400 1,700 1,569 785
5 47,712 3,976 1,988 1,836 918
6 54,631 4,553 2,277 2,102 1,051
7 61,550 5,130 2,565 2,368 1,184
8 68,469 5,706 2,853 2,634 1,317
For each
Additional
Member add: +6,919 +577 +289 +267 +134
For complete application requirements, go to the distri

When will school start in September 20107

Traditionally, school starts for all schools in this district on the Wednesday following Labor Day. If that holds true for the
2010-11 school year, the date would be Sept. 8, 2010.

However, the calendar for school year 2010-11 has not yet been established because the school year calendar is an
item included in the negotiated contract with the teachers' association. The current negotiated contract ends in the sum-
mer 2010; negotiations for the next contract, including the calendar, begin in the spring and could continue into this sum-
mer.

Once a contract is agreed upon, the district will notify parents and staff in every way possible - through Connect-ED
phone calls, the district Web site, e-mail and media.

Parents and staff might find it helpful to sign up for the district's InTouch e-mail notification system, which enables you to
subscribe to a variety of notices. The InTouch system will be one of the ways to learn about the school year calendar.
You can find a link to InTouch on the bottom left of the district Web site at www.everett.k12.wa.us.

Have you changed your contact information?

Maintaining accurate contact information will guarantee that you receive the important messages sent from your school.
Log in to your #@AAccount | nfwoweverattkl? Waeus/ifg to giewtyouAcontaet nformatienn
used by the school to make Connect-ED attendance or notification calls. Contact your school anytime there is a change
to your mailing address, eAmail address, phone numbers or emergency contact information.

10
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$$ PAINLESS FUNDRAISING $$

~———————— Gateway PTSA participates in the eScrip program (  www.eScrip.com ). You
can register your Safeway card, Debit card and Credit cards to earn FREE $$$ for Gateway
PTSA via eScrip. Please visit www.eScrip.com _and follow the easy steps for supporter regis-
tration to become enrolled. The group name is Gateway Middle School PTSA. Or allow us to
link your Safeway card (only) for you by completing the form on the last page and returning it
to school. It costs you nothing more than just making your normal purchases to benefit
Gateway PTSA. To help Gateway PTSA earn even more just use your debit or credit card,
that is registered with eScrip, at these participating local restaurants.

Fridas Mexican Restau- pugmems Round Table Pizza Boston's The Gourmet
2= rant Pizza M Pizza

Mexican - 16314 Bothell American

3226 132nd St Se Everett Highway 15310 Main Street

Mill Creek, WA Mill Creek, WA Mill Creek, WA

(425) 357 -8608 (425) 743 -2500 (425) 338 -4900

Hot Iron Mongolian Azteca Mexican Restau Zen Garden

Grill ’ rant - Chinese

Asian A=k |Mexican 16300 Mill Creek

15418 Main Street # 15704 Mill Creek Blvd

M101 Blvd Mill Creek, WA

Mill Creek, WA Mill Creek, WA (425) 745 -6668

(425) 357 -9837 (425) 385 -2209

Wasabi Bay Romio's Pizza & Pasta Amante Pizza & Pasta

Sushi Silverlake - Iltalian

16300 Mill Creek —=J Pizza 11419 19th Ave Se

Blvd 11223 19th Ave Se Everett, WA

Mill Creek, WA Everett, WA (425) 338 -5600

(425) 743 -4424 (425) 337 -4134

River's Edge Pub And The Repp Time Out Sports Bar
The River's Edge Grill Mediterranean ?p"(‘;ft?g;r Snohomish

American 924 1st St American

1011 1st Street Snohomish, WA 921 1st St

Snohomish, WA (360) 568 -3928 Snohomish, WA

11


file:///D:/PTSA%20Fundraising/www.eScrip.com
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=269127655b1fc3b218469289e101356fc4b949deb94ca9d0cd359f1eb0acb09be611a450f62f3730
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=269127655b1fc3b218469289e101356fc4b949deb94ca9d0cd359f1eb0acb09be611a450f62f3730
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=269127655b1fc3b2aa056ba79bc01d1f3179c69dd4407cbb714623056b052e680b6de4c335d53def
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=269127655b1fc3b20467ff33449d9561d8459c0c834b148e5886c455d47f15852c9defc97005de92
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=269127655b1fc3b20467ff33449d9561d8459c0c834b148e5886c455d47f15852c9defc97005de92
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=269127655b1fc3b23c840ac56405cca7d10aa9cd6dbdf5615c76c0043694454a663b4a65809d70ab
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=269127655b1fc3b23c840ac56405cca7d10aa9cd6dbdf5615c76c0043694454a663b4a65809d70ab
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=269127655b1fc3b278d8df202f317c82d203b281312106016b1d764de15e6c29f99ff25988132d3e
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=269127655b1fc3b278d8df202f317c82d203b281312106016b1d764de15e6c29f99ff25988132d3e
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=269127655b1fc3b26e80f24c49a76ff927899c10c8117b77e325214660a7be0b1ab5feea1e121c84
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=269127655b1fc3b29e4d16eb3a25d1566711c47c50da4be8ec082c2c81375b1076a5e190f327a9c9
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=269127655b1fc3b23ef986a36865983b986a38b087b2b2f2c8865732b16f266628f42304595aef01
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=269127655b1fc3b23ef986a36865983b986a38b087b2b2f2c8865732b16f266628f42304595aef01
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=269127655b1fc3b2e0f96a77a734f17f43d7be888548fa06e7c2d8881f8e1aef61230a22a5712e19
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=269127655b1fc3b27dac6fb504af58e00e25b856dede83ee1b12fe3d0fa70ec31fc6a3df76f9493d
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=269127655b1fc3b27dac6fb504af58e00e25b856dede83ee1b12fe3d0fa70ec31fc6a3df76f9493d
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=269127655b1fc3b20f27a0a074a93bbb009f66ec8b33ae858fc80836f871932226d552b3a04c8c69
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=269127655b1fc3b254f35b884ff7b3706991718d3a9ed28dffb7d5dd3151a82bbb67dc45509dbd46
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=269127655b1fc3b254f35b884ff7b3706991718d3a9ed28dffb7d5dd3151a82bbb67dc45509dbd46

Gateway PTSA News

EMAILA NEWSLETTER
ENROLLMENT FORM

The newsletter will only be available on our website www.GatewayPTSA.org or via email. Please complete the infor-
mation requested below in order to receive the newsletter via email.

(Wehavealsoe | 1 mi nat ed O Waeeik deedyo revise snpast hdditional Wigmgioa t e S

aiter the newsletter is completed we will issue email updates only as needed.)

Students Name Grade
Parents Name
Email Address

(PRINT CLEARLY)
Parent Signature Date

Phone Number

Gateway PTSA Painless Fundraising

Safeway Cards

Name:

Address:

Home Phone #:

Sateway Card#

Please return this form to the Main Office at Gateway

The Everett School District complies with all federal and state rules and regulations and does not discriminate on the
basis of race, creed, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, age, veteran status, or disability. This
holds true for all students who are interested in participating in educational programs and/or extracurricular school activi-
ties. Inquiries regarding compliance and/or grievance procedures may be directed tothes ¢ h o o |

di strictos
tion Officer, Title IX Officer, ADA Coordinator, or Section 504 Coordinator.

Affirmative Action Officer Carol Stolz 3715 Oakes, Everett, WA 98201 425-385-4106
Title IX Officer Randi Seaberg 3715 Oakes, Everett, WA 98201 425-385-4104
ADA District Coordinator  Kristine McDowell 202 Alder, Everett, WA 98203 425-385-5250
Section 504 Coordinator  Becky Ballbach 4730 Colby, Everett, WA 98203 425-385-4086.



Golden Acorn Nomination Form

Each year our PTSA gives Golden Acorn Awards to people who have given exemplary volunteer service

to children and youth in our school community. The Golden Acorn Award is very special and is

given for continued and dedicated service to children and youth. This is an excellent way to honor PTSA members for
their contributions to our community.

Award recipients receive the Golden Acorn Award Pin, and they will be acknowledged at a district wide
reception. We also contribute $65 in the recipient’s name to the Washington State PTA Scholarship
Foundation, which provides scholarships to selected high school students entering postsecondary education.

Please help us select volunteers from our community to receive a Golden Acorn Award this year.

Our PTSA Golden Acorn Committee will make the final selections.

Please complete and return this form in a sealed envelope marked Gateway PTSA, Golden Acorn Committee
Send your nomination to the front office by March 18, 2010. Nominations will be kept confidential.

GOLDEN ACORN NOMINATION

I recommend that
be awarded the annual Golden Acorn Award. She or he has demonstrated an outstanding personal commitment to
improving the lives of children and youth in the following ways:

(Please be as specific as possible; evaluations and selections are based on the criteria below, and additional pages
may be submitted.)

PTSA service:

School volunteer (non-PTSA):

Service district-wide to the schools community:

D. Other community service (non-school/non-PTSA):

Nominated by Phone #

13



Outstanding Educator Nomination Form

The Outstanding Educator Award was created by PTSAs to recognize individuals who have provided

outstanding educational opportunities for children and youth that are beyond the normal scope of

their jobs. An educator can be but is not limited to being a teacher, and can include specialists, support staff, admin-
istrators, or community members.

When we present an Outstanding Educator Award, the individual is given a gold pin in the shape of
an apple, and he/she will be acknowledged at a reception. We also contribute $65 in the recipient’s
name to the Washington State PTA Scholarship Foundation. These funds provide scholarships for
post-secondary students.

Please help us select an Outstanding Educator to honor at Gateway.

Our Outstanding Educator Award committee will make the final selection.
Please complete and return this form in a sealed envelope marked Gateway PTSA, Outstanding Educator Committee

Send your nomination to the front office by March 18, 2010. Nominations will be kept confidential
OUTSTANDING EDUCATOR NOMINATION

Current School Year:
I recommend that the following educator be considered for an Outstanding Educator Award:

Educator’s Name:

Describe why you feel this person is an outstanding educator.

List programs and activities that the nominee has been involved in that have enhanced the students’ educational ex-
perience.

If you were to write an article for a newsletter proclaiming this person an outstanding educator, what might it look
like?

(Attach extra pages if needed.)

Nominated by Phone #

14



