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rom the President

Sharon Loch

October was a busy month at Gateway. Thank you to our many PTSA Volun-
teers who helped with Magazine Drive collection, Book Fair and Picture make
up day. PTSA also sponsored an evening meal for the staff during Confer-
ence week.

It was really wonderful to see so many parents/guardians attend student con-
ferences. Although the round robin style of conferences is much different than
Elementary School conferences, | always appreciate knowing how my son is
doing. Thank you to the Gateway Staff for staying until 8:00 pm to be sure
every parent could speak with you.

From the looks of our calendar on page 2, November seems to be just as
busy. I f you are available, please
Tuesday, November 10th. The 8th Grade Band and Choir will be performing
together. | know they have been working very hard on this performance and it
promises to be great! The 6th’Grade Dance is scheduled for Friday, Novem-
ber 13th. Thank you to the nfany parents who have volunteered to sell tickets
and chaperone. Please try to contribute an hour or so of your time to help with
the Gateway Campus Beautification project on Saturday, November 21st, 9:00
am-12: 00 pm (see Mr. Scott’s article
next PTSA meeting is on Thursday, November 19th at 6:00 pm (time

change) in the Library. The Band concert will follow at 7:00 pm in the Gym.

On a more personal note, thank you to the staff and many friends at Gateway who
have sent their good wishes and support to my family in the past 2 weeks. My
daughter who is a Sophomore at JHS, has been sidelined by a very serious illness,
the support has been tremendous and we really appreciate it.
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From the Principal
Peter Scott

Dear Gateway Families,

One of the most exciting things about being a middle school principal is that I get to watch students de-
velop the capacity to expand their world view over the course of three years. Through classroom discus-
sions, relevant coursework, new friendships
strengths and broaden their perspectives.

D
S

Many think of the early teenage years as a self-centered time. While there may be some truth to that, I have
seen many selfless expressions that belie the stereotypical middle schooler. At Gateway, we try to recognize
students who practice random acts of kindness. Just this week, I observed:

1 An eighth grader quietly taking time out to help a special-needs student with a locker;
1 An extroverted 6t grader inviting an introverted classmate into a group project;

1 A group of well-established 7th graders allowing a new student into a conversation at lunch.

There are many more small-yet-powerful examples of students who take seriously the challenge to make
Gateway a better place everyday. Beyond achievement scores and external recognition that Gateway stu-
dents may earn, I am most proud to observe students who demonstrate empathy, understanding, and inclu-
sion. We have awesome students, and I look forward to seeing how they grow as people this year.
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One of the ways to broaden perspectives is to provide opportunities for our students to respond to thought- 1
provoking prompts. Susan Hines-E| zi nga, Gatewayods art teacher], h
in one of our glass display cases. Several of her art students sketched renderings of photos taken by Mrs. [
Hines-Flzinga from two homeless shelters in Seattle and Kirkland with permission from individuals using I

these services. Around the sketches are words like: determined, thankful, hopeful, thoughtful, devoted,

dreaming. Then there is a rhetorical question: How can you lend a helping hand to our community? |

Beginning the week of November2 our ASB and Buil derds Club I( col
raise support for these two homeless shelters by organizing a Coin Drive. Each lunch period, students will
be able to access the interactive exhibit and donate coins if they so choose. The idea is to raise awareness of
those less fortunate during the Thanksgiving season.

On Saturday, November 21 from 9:00 ABI12:00 PMwe will be hosting a Gateway Family Campus
Beautification Day. Our main goal will be to pull weeds and spread a new load of bark in the flowerbeds
and landscape where it is now scarce. We would appreciate any help from your family for any amount of
time that Saturday. Please bring shovels and workgloves and hope for sunshine!

I count it a privilege to work with this community, and wish all of you a very happy Thanksgiving season.

Best regards,

Peter Scott

\ Principal, Gateway Middle School
/

\——————————————————————————————



From the Assistant Principal
Elizabeth Nunes

Technology 6 A Double -Edged Sword

We live in such an exciting time with new technological advances arriving continually. Schools enjoy the
benefit of this reality but with the advantages come some challenges. | would like to address these and
offer some tips for supervising students in this arena.

Online Grades

Parents are fortunate to be able to view studernmnt s’
this, you may access grades through the following website:

www.everett.k12.wa.us/ims

Once there, click on “Register for an account” (fland
this process please contact your child’s counsaegl or
to the Internet at home, know that students can always print their progress reports here at Gateway in

the library.

One of the challenges with online grades is not always knowing how current the data is. Gateway

teachers are expected to upload grades at a minimum of every two weeks and many of our staff mem-

bers do so more often. When discussing missingllass

report) parents often report that “I am not surfje i
child and he tells me that it was already turnegd i
way to check on this is to e-mail the teacher and ask about any specific assignments and their status.

When your child knows you are checking online and when necessary, confirming academic progress

with their teachers, they will be more prone to staying on top of the class work load.

Home Computers and Cell Phones

It is difficult to imagine life without these two tools. Students today use them for many reasons, one of
the most prevalent being communicating with their peers. It is widely publicized that it is best to have
the computer your child uses outside of their bedroom where you can more easily monitor their use. Do
take the time to check in while your student is online. One parent shared that she learned to check the
bottom on the screen for files/sites that may be quickly minimized when parents come by.

Cell phones present another avenue for communication. We do not monitor nor deal with cell phone
(nor myspace/Facebook) issues that occur outside of the school day. When it becomes a school issue

we follow up on concerns. Having said that, | have seen many cell phone text messages/pictures that
give me concern. I have suggested to many paremts
Once in a while, check the voice mail/text messages and check the times that they are received or sent.
Parents are often surprised to find that their child is texting hours after they are presumably in bed

sleeping.

We have great students here at Gateway with sumgpor
academic status as well as their relationships and involvement with friends is a critical component to

both school and personal success. Thank you for your vigilance and commitment to your children. We

are proud to be your partners in this endeavor. Please contact an administrator, counselor, or teacher if

you have any questions of concerns regarding your child.


http://www.everett.k12.wa.us/ims

Announcing the Gateway Book Club!

Parents, staff, and students: We want you!

Our goal is to have a community of readers made up of parents, staff, and stu-
dents who all share common dialog about books and encourage an appreciation
for reading. This is a great chance for parents and students to read and discuss
books together and join in with other Gateway readers in a relaxed social setting
to talk about what they are reading.

For our first book club selection, we will read, The Boy in the Striped Pajamas
by John Boyne.

Read the book during the month of November, and then join us at 5:00 on
Tuesday , December 8th for our first book club meeting at the Gateway Li-
brary.

We have some copies available to borrow at the Gateway library. Also, the UW
Bookstore is offering a 10% discount on the book and will have a Gateway Book
Club display. If you have a chance to purchase the audio version, it is well
worth it with captivating reader, Michael Maloney. The MP3 can be downloaded
from BarnesandNoble.com for just over $10 and makes for a great family listen-
ing experience in the car.

Let us know if you and/or your student will be able to join us, or send any ques-
tions to sstephens@everettsd.org

The Everett School District complies with all federal and state rules and regulations and does not discriminate
on the basis of race, creed, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, age, veteran status, or
disability. This holds true for all students who are interested in participating in educational programs and/or ex-
tracurricular school activities. Inquiries regarding compliance and/or grievance procedures may be directed to

theschool di strict’s Affirmative Action Officer, Title | X
Affirmative Action Officer Carol Stolz 3715 Oakes, Everett, WA 98201 425-385-4106
Title IX Officer Randi Seaberg 3715 Oakes, Everett, WA 98201 425-385-4104
ADA District Coordinator  Kristine McDowell 202 Alder, Everett, WA 98203 425-385-5250

Section 504 Coordinator  Becky Ballbach 4730 Colby, Everett, WA 98203 425-385-4086.



From the Librarian
Stacy Stephens

[Thank you to parents, students, and staff for supporting our fall book fair! The proceeds from your pur-
chases at the fair help buy essential materials for our library. A big thank you to our book fair volunteers

who helped make the event such a success!

Kathy Kondakjian
Nancy Walker
Rosa Briggs
Sharon Falzgraf
Roshan Jooma
Kelli Van Ess
Connie Baldwin
Kari Hvorka

Kris Aarhus

Andrea Celori
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BOXTOPS CONTEST WINNER

Ms. Arango’s AM Bl ock Class won
684 Boxtops.
soon. Thank you to all who participated in the contest we raised
$446.00 for Gateway PTSA. These funds will help us to continue to
award building grants among other events we sponsor.

They will be awar
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ODDS & ENDS

H1N1 (swine flu) update Mill Creek Snolsle

: Staff representatives from Washington

! | State PTA attended a summit convened by
! i the Governor and the Department of

! Health to discuss preparations for the upPlease join us to celebrate the
 coming flu season. Leaders from educa-NewW Teen Zone, on Friday, No-
'tion, business, and public health attende¥ember 6th, 79 p.m.. The Teen

| We were told that we will need to prepareZone was funded by a generous
 for two flu seasons this yaarthe typical  grant from the Fred Meyer Fund.
1 seasonal flu and the HIN1 uand that  Teen Zone features include new
' many more people are expected to becosieelving displays, furniture, com-
i ill than during a typical year. The Office ofortable seating, two teen com-

| the Superintendent of Public Instruction puters, gaming equipment, and

i has recently provided school districts Witldisp|ay cases for teen art. Re-

' toolkits for addressing flu issues, includinfeshments and entertainment
' a letter for parents. provided.

E Resources for parents that are available on
 the WA Office of the Superintendent of

' Public Instruction website _ .
: The library has a Teen Advisory

' About HINZ, Answers for parents and school Board that meets the first

| personnel about the HIN1 (swine) Fielp Wednesday of the month at 3
iPrevent H1N1 Swine FI(PDF), a letter to .m. and a Teen Gaming Night

' parents from State Superintendent Randy D_OFHG third Friday of each month.

' and State Secretary of Health Mary Selecky;, . . .

1 also available irfspanisiChineseKorean Teeps _'n middle and hlgh school
' RussiapTaglog Ukranian andVietnamese ~ are invited to play board and

: video games with their friends

i Washington State Department of Health The Iibrary is open after hours ©

+ www.doh.wa.gov p.m. and the Friends of the Mill

| U.S. Government HIN1, Avian and Pandemi&creek Library provide pizza and
flu informationwww. flu.gov refreshments.

Library

Details about teen programs at
Mill Creek Library and other Sne
Isle Libraries can be found here:
http://www.sno -isle.org/ For
more information, contact Dan-
ielle DregerBabbitt, Adult/ Teen
Librarian at Mill Creek Library
(425) 3374822 ext 4233

ddregerbabbitt@sno-isle.org

Dates To
Remember:

Band Concert
Thursday, November
19th, 7:00 pm in the
Gym

Campus Beautification
Day

Saturday, November 21
9:00 anfi 12:00 pm

Choir Concert

Tuesday, December 1st
7:00 pm in the
Commons




BUILDERS CLUB NEWS

Gateway’'s Builder’s Club wil/l have their
Builder’s Club is a great way for student
Club members help plan community service events to benefit our larger community. In
past years, Builder’'s Club has planned su
provided food banks with essential supplies. Our first project this year will be to in-

vol ve Gateway students in a November *“ Gat

welcome to join! The club meets with Mrs. Stephens in the library after school on
Tuesdays until 4:00.

Announcing the “Gateway Gives campaign!
encouraging our Gateway staff and students to give back to the community! During

the first two weeks in November we will be collecting spare change at student lunches

in order to make a donation to two homeless shelters in King County. Our art teacher,
Susan Hines-Elzinga visited the shelters this summer, took pictures of those in need,
and involved her students in completing a photographic display to increase awareness
at Gateway. Stop by the display case near the office to see their work and encourage
our students to donate. During the last two weeks in November, we want to give back

to our Gateway community. There are many local families in need this time of year

and we want to support them by donating non-perishable food or grocery gift cards.
We ' | | make gift baskets with the food and
also support our local food bank. Students may bring in donations and drop them off

in the bins in the commons before school. Please send any gift card donations to the
front office.




Gateway PTSA News
EMAIINEWSLETTER
ENROLLMENT FORM
GATEWAY MIDDLE SCHOOL PTSA IS GREEN!

The newslettenNpdl available on ounwelisaewayRTr Sa.@mail. Please complete tl
mation requested below in order to receive the newsletter via em:

(We haveealso mi nat ed 0 Weher&is aynedd to aevide orpgstdadditi@ns
after the newsletter is completed we will issue email updates only as

Students Name Grade

Parents Name Phone Number
Email Address

(PRINT CLEARLY)
Parent Signature Date

Gateway PTSA Painless Fundraising

Al bertsonds and Safeway C

Name:

Address:

Home Phone #:

Al bertsonds Car d#:

Safeway Card#

**]f you have children who attend Jackson High School or Forest View Elementary, Silver Firs Elementary, Mill Creek Ele-
mentary or Penny Creek El ementary you can elect to d

Schools other than Gateway:
Forest View Elementary ____ Penny Creek Elementary___ Mill Creek Elementary___

Silver Firs Elementary____ Jackson High School

Please return this form to the Main Office at Gateway



$$ PAINLESS FUNDRAISING $$
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Your Al bertson’s card can be used to benef
Community Partners program, PTSA can receive free funds based on the pur-

chases you make. Pl ease |l ink your Al Dbert
PTSA or allow us to do it for you by completing the form on page 8 and returning it

to school.

eScrip === -

Gateway PTSA participates in the eScrip program (www.eScrip.com). You can reg-
ister your Safeway card, debit cards and credit cards  to earn FREE $$$ for Gate-
way PTSA via eScrip. Please visit www.eScrip.com and follow the easy steps for
supporter registration  to become enrolled. The group name is Gateway Middle
School PTSA. Or allow us to link your Safeway card for you by completing the
form on page 8 and returning it to school. It costs you nothing more than just mak-
ing your normal purchases to benefit Gateway PTSA.
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From Everett School District

Delayed start or closed schools

If we have to cancel school or delay the start of school, we will use Connect-ED to call in the morning
with a brief message regarding the reason for closure or delay. We will also use local media and post
the message on our Web site. If there is no announcement about Everett Schools, we are having
school on our regular, normal schedule.

To see more information about preparing and resources for school closures or delays, see the district
Web site under the “Parents” tab.

In cases of inclement weather or other emergencies, please:

9 listen for media announcements;
T view the di st mwivwcelereg.kldMeahis;sri t e at
9 call our district information line (425) 385-4636

School Performance Report
Our school’'s performance report is available online
able on the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) Web site, www.k12.wa.us. Click on
“School Report Card."”

Connect -ED messages home

Did you miss the last Connect-ED call? If you would like to hear the most recent Connect-ED calls
made to your home phone, dial 1-877-737-5 2 9 1 ( t8hR7aREPLAY 1)L You will hear a list of the
most recent Connect-ED messages; select the message that you would like to hear.

Community events and activities on the Web
We now post on the Web site, approved community fliers that were previously sent home with stu-
dent s. From the |ink on the home page under the rig

ties” to view or print the fliers Iisted by categor
able in the school office.

E-fliers on the Web extends the time community information is available, cuts down on paper waste,
reduces printing costs for organizations and reduces the sorting and distribution work done in elemen-
tary schools.

Attendance articles

Middle and high

Washington state law requires all children to attend school full time. Everett Public Schools is required
by Il aw to notify a child’s parent or guardian and p
without valid justification.

For absences of five or more days, a written doctor
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