
 

  

What an exciting time to be a part of the Gateway Community.   For the second year in a 

row Gateway has been named a Washington State School of Distinction!  This tremen-

dous accomplishment is a result of student achievement,  creative and effective teaching  

and involved parents and guardians who support their students academic effort.  This is 

truly a community effort.  (See Principal Scottõs article on page 3 for more details on this 

great honor for Gateway.) 

Thank you to the many volunteers who helped to assemble Orientation packets and man 

tables during Orientation Days for all grades.  We could not have done it so efficiently 

without you.    

The magazine drive for ASB is now in full swing.  Thank you to the volunteers who 

helped to process orders in September.  Remember the LAST turn in date is Tuesday, 

October 6th.  All orders must be received by the 6th to be processed.  Volunteers are 

needed to process orders on the 6th.  Two shifts are available for volunteers 7:30am -

10:00am or 10:00 am - 1:00 pm.  The earlier shift is where we have the most need.  If 

you are available to help, please contact our Vice President of Volunteers, Debbie Strong.  

We are pleased to say that many of you have become members of the Gateway PTSA.  

However, many more still need to join.  Our membership campaign is not over. Please 

pick up a membership envelope from the front office or download a membership form 

from our website www.gatewayptsa.org.   Your membership allows us to continue to pro-

vide the many programs we sponsor at Gateway, including: the Student of the Month 

Breakfast, the Guardian Award Breakfast,  the PTA Reflections Program,  Staff Apprecia-

tion,  and many more.  Please join Gateway PTSA today!  

Our next PTSA meeting will be held on Thursday, October 15th at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Library.  Our guest speaker will be Beth Graef.  She will be presenting a parent preview 

on the Sexual Health Education program that will be presented to all students on a grade 

appropriate level in December.  Please attend to find out more about this important and 

informative program.  If you have questions or suggestions please email us at  

GatewayPTSA7.3.72@gmail.com. 
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Sun-

day Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Satur-

day 

 

 

1 2 
Student Store 
Open  

3 

4 5 
Parent Volunteer 
Training 
8:30ñ9:00 am or 
3:00 ð3:30 pm 
Room 207 

6 

Magazine 
Turn In #3 ð
Commons 

7 
Bus Evacuation 
Drill 7:45ñ8:05 
am 

8 9 
Early Release 
 
Student Store 
Open  
 
Teen Night at 
YMCA 7:00ñ
10:00 pm 

10 

11 12 
Football Pictures 
3:00 pm 
 
Athletics Grade 
Check 

13 
Visiting Author 
Jane Smiley 
1:10ñ1:50 pmð 
Gym 

14 15 
  
PTSA Meeting 
6:30 pm Library 
Beth Graef ðguest 
speaker on Sexual 
Health Education
ð Parent Preview 

16 
Picture Retakes 
8:15 ð 10:30 am 
  
Student Store 
Open  

17 

18 19 
Book Fair Set up 
1:00ñ3:00 pm 

20 
Book Fair  

21 
Book Fair  

22 
Book Fair  

23 
Early Release 
 
Student Store 
Open  
 
Teen Night at 
YMCA 7:00ñ
10:00 pm 
 
 

24 

25 26  
Spirit Week 
 
Early Release 
  
Conferences All last  
names 1:00 ð 3:45 
pm. 
Conferences  Last 
Names A-L   5:00 pm 
-8:00 pm 

 
Book Fair 

27 
Spirit Week 
  
Early Release 
 
Book Fair  

28 
 Spirit Week 
 
Early Release 
  
Conferences All last  
names  1:00 ð 3:45 
pm. 
Conferences Last 
names M-Z   5:00 
pm -8:00 pm 
  
Book Fair 
  
  
  

29 
Spirit Week 
  
Early Release 
 
Book Fair Ends 
Clean Up 1:00ñ3:00 
pm 

30 
Spirit Week 
  
Early Release 
 

Student Store 
Open  

31 



Dear Gateway Families, 

 

Thank you for a fantastic start to the school year.  The ongoing partnership with our parent community is 
one of the Gatewayõs hallmarks.  We certainly appreciated all the support we received from our PTSA at the 
Fall Orientations and Curriculum Night. I am amazed at the spirit of volunteerism in our community and 
would encourage you to contact our PTSA for more information on ways to contribute.  Thank you for 

your willingness to make our school community even stronger.  We look forward to seeing you at Parent-
Teacher conferences the week of October 26. 

 

Our programs are off to the races again, with many students involved in after school sports, study club, and 

other extracurricular activities.  Please be on the lookout in October for the start of our math club and intra-
murals.  After school opportunities foster school pride, which translates into making better choices and 
maintaining academic progress.  Please call us if you would like assistance connecting your student to an ac-
tivity.  Helping students respect one another and feel included at school is one of our central goals. 

 

For the second year in a row, I am happy to report that Gateway was named a Washington state School 
of Distinction !   Last year, we received that designation from the State Superintendentõs office.  This year 
we received similar recognition from the Center for Educational Effectiveness (CEE) and Phi Delta Kappa 

Washington State (PDK-WA), two organizations who had developed the criteria for the State Superinten-
dentõs School of Distinction Award.  From this year forward at the state level, this award is being referred to as 
the Great Schools Award.  It is given to the top 5% highest improving middle schools in the state of Washing-
ton. 

 

Gateway is the Everett Public Schoolsõ only two-time award winner and one of only three middle schools in 
35 districts spanning five neighboring counties to be so honored.  This is truly a community award: a recog-
nition of the commitment between students, parents, and teachers ð both past and present ð to improving 

teaching and learning.  Congratulations Gateway Community! 

 

As mentioned, we want to maintain a safe and welcoming environment for each of our students so they can 
continue to learn to high standards.  We hope your student experienced that kind of optimal environment 

during the start of school and that it remains their experience throughout the year.  Please let us know how 
we can improve in this area. 

 

Best regards, 

Peter Scott 

Principal, Gateway Middle School 



          VOLUNTEERõS NEEDED 

Requires purchasing food, set up and clean up. The following dates are sched-
uled for this event: Friday, January 22, 2010 and Friday, May 28, 2010 from  7:45ñ8:30 am.  There is a binder 
in the PTSA office with all of the instructions for this event.  A Committee Chair and volunteers are 
needed . 

Requires purchasing food, set up and clean up. The following dates are 
scheduled for this event: Friday, December 11, 2009, Friday March 12, 2010 & Thursday, June 10, 2010 from  
7:45ñ8:30 am.  There is a binder in the PTSA office with all of the instructions. for this event.  A Commit-
tee Chair is needed, we have plenty of volunteers already signed up. 

Any committee can be Co-Chaired by 2 or more people, so grab a friend and share the fun!  We can 
really use your time and expertise in all of these areas.  If we can not obtain Chairs or volunteers for 
these events they likely will not happen.  Please contact VP of Volunteers Debbie Strong at Gateway-
VPofVolunteers@gmail.com if you are able to help with any of these committees.   

        Art at Gateway  
 

Our Gateway Art Teacher, Susan Hines-Elzinga, is bringing artist in residence, Gwen Maxwell-Williams, to 
Gateway.  Ms. Maxwell-Williams will be sharing her textile art with our students.  Then they will use fabrics to 
create art.  Specifically she will teach students the art of quilting,  while utilizing the sewing equipment from the 
former Home & Family Living class.   The goal of this special class is to expose students to the art of quilting 
as they create a personal quilted item.  In addition some students will contribute a piece to a larger òLegacyó 
quilt for the school.  Ms. Maxwell-Williams will teach for two days during each of the three trimesters this 
school year, so all art students will be allowed to participate in this wonderful project.  

Mrs. Hines-Elzinga would appreciate  hands-on volunteer assistance from parents as well as donations of 
money or fabrics needed to complete these projects.  Any monetary donations should be made payable to 
Gateway Middle School.   Please contact Mrs. Hines-Elzinga at shines-elzinga@everettsd.org to find out more 
about how you can contribute to this year long project. 

We desperately need a chair and members for this committee.  The theme for this yearõs 

Reflections contest is Beauty Isé  The submission due date is November 5th. Therefore we need to have 

a committee and chair in place to review the students submitted items by the end of October.  This com-

mittee will compile all of the items submitted by students and then choose which items in each category 

will be sent on to the next level of judging.   There is a binder in the PTSA office with all of the instruc-

tions for this committee.   
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Volunteer Opportunities 

Research shows that students who are involved in extra-curricular activities experience higher levels of school 
success. They are connected to other students and staff which strengthens the sense of community already seen here 
at Gateway. Parents, too, can enjoy being part of this school community by offering to volunteer their time. 

This year Gateway is launching a new program called the Presidentõs Volunteer Service Award. This program 
was created by the Presidentõs Council on Service and Civic Participation, seeking to recognize the valuable contribu-
tions volunteers are making in our communities. Volunteer hours will be recorded and based on their level of involve-

ment, volunteers will be honored with a certificate, a congratulatory letter from President Obama, and a lapel pin. 

We here at Gateway have wonderful, dedicated volunteers who contribute greatly to our school and we would 

like to encourage more parents to join us. All volunteers must fill out an application and be approved to work with 
our students. Please stop by the main office and get an application if you would like to become a Gateway volunteer. 
We will also provide you with our Gateway Volunteer Brochure which explains the various opportunities available to 
parents and community members who want to get involved. In advance, thank you for contributing your time and 

energy to Gateway Middle School. 

 

Attendance 

 As stated in our Student Handbook, we believe that good attendance is crucial to success in school. When a 
student is absent from school, in order to be considered Excused we expect a call from a parent or legal guardian as 

soon as possible on the morning of the absence.  If we do not receive a phone call you may provide a note within 24 
hours of your childõs return to school. Our Attendance Reporting phone number is (425) 395-6605. Thank you for 
contacting us when your child is absent. 

 

Intramurals 

 Our Intramurals program is underway, beginning on Monday, October 5th. For this month, Intramurals will 

be held on Mondays and Wednesdays from 2:50-4:00 p.m. Once the next Gateway sports season begins (November 
2nd), we schedule Intramurals based on gym availability. Students will be bringing home information packets next 
week.  Intramurals is open to all 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. We especially encourage our 6th graders to join us, as this is an 
opportunity for them to enjoy participating in sports at the middle school level. 

 

Sports Season IIñLooking Ahead 

 Before we know it we will be in Sports Season II. The sports offered for this season are Boys Basketball and 
Girls Volleyball. The first day of turnout is Monday, November 2nd. Interested students must have all the required 
paper work turned in before they can attend practice. Students can pick up sports packets in the main office beginning  

October 1st. If your child needs a physical this may be a good time to make an appointment so that he/she is ready to 
begin the season on the first day of turnout. 
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We are honored to have Pulitzer Prize winning author, Jane Smiley, visiting Gateway on October 13.  Jane Smiley 

won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1992 for her novel, A Thousand Acres. She is the author of over 10 other 

works of fiction and non-fiction as well as articles and essays in publications such as the New York Times and the 

New Yorker.  Her first novel for young adults is called, The Georges and the Jewels. 

She will be speaking in the gym at 1:10 (6th period) on October 13.  This is an optional assembly and is open to all 

teachers and students.  Parents are invited to attend as well. 

Book Fair is coming October 20 - 29th.  The Book Fair will also be open evenings during Fall Parent Teacher 

Conferences on October  26th & 28th.   Anyone willing to volunteer during the Book Fair can contact Debbie 

Strong at GatewayVPofVolunteers@gmail.com 

The Student Store has a new name: òThe Knights Bunkeró.  The name was chosen from many student 

suggestions.  The winning student was awarded a $5.00 certificate to spend at the store.  The Student Store will 

be open every Friday during lunches this year, regardless of an early release or full day schedule.  Many items 

can be found at the store, a partial school supply list is provided below.  If your student needs to replace an 

item suggest the Student Store as an option. 

                            
                        lead refills (.7 mm)                                           subject dividers (no pockets) 
                        post its                                                             pencil grippers 
                        2 pocket folders                                               ball point pens (red, blue, black) 
                        pencil sharpeners                                             college ruled composition books  
                        mechanical pencils                                           graph paper composition books 
                        #2 lead pencils                                                 highlighters 
                         erasers                                                             protractors 
                         college ruled paper                                          rulers 
                         college ruled spiral notebooks                         tri-fold presentation boards 
                         3 x 5 index cards                                             file folders 
                         glue sticks 
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H1N1 (swine flu) update 

Staff representatives from Washington 

State PTA attended a summit convened by 

the Governor and the Department of 

Health to discuss preparations for the up-

coming flu season. Leaders from educa-

tion, business, and public health attended. 

We were told that we will need to prepare 

for two flu seasons this yearðthe typical 

seasonal flu and the H1N1 fluðand that 

many more people are expected to become 

ill than during a typical year. The Office of 

the Superintendent of Public Instruction 

has recently provided school districts with 

toolkits for addressing flu issues, including 

a letter for parents. 

Resources for parents that are available on 

the WA Office of the Superintendent of 

Public Instruction website: 

About H1N1, Answers for parents and school 

personnel about the H1N1 (swine) flu Help 

Prevent H1N1 Swine Flu (PDF), a letter to 

parents from State Superintendent Randy Dorn 

and State Secretary of Health Mary Selecky; 

also available in Spanish,Chinese, Korean, 

Russian, Taglog, Ukranian, and Vietnamese 

Washington State Department of Health 

www.doh.wa.gov 

U.S. Government H1N1, Avian and Pandemic 

flu information www.flu.gov 

FOREIGN  

LANGUAGE FOR 

YOUTH (F.L.Y.)  

Learning another Language Early 

Most of us have heard and understand 

that itôs better to learn another lan-

guage early; before the age of 

12.  Why is that?  What do specialists 

mean by ñbetterò?  Does it mean that 

my child will become instantly flu-

ent?  Will they hold on to the lan-

guage longer in life and ñbetterò reap 

from the benefits of learning it early? 

Learning another language is similar 

to learning math, English, science, 

art, etc.  The child develops an under-

standing of that subject, and then re-

lates what theyôve learned to life.  In 

learning another language, the child 

develops an ability to communicate 

with more people. 

Studies have shown that children 

studying other languages have higher 

overall school performance, superior 

problem-solving skills, and score sta-

tistically higher on standardized tests 

conducted in English.  Knowing a 

second language also ultimately pro-

vides a competitive advantage in the 

workforce by opening up job oppor-

tunities. 

At Foreign Language for Youth, our 

goal is to make learning a new lan-

guage for our students fun, interac-

tive, and exciting.  Our hope is that 

through good a experience at a young 

age, our students will continue to 

build on their new language, eventu-

ally become fluent, have better under-

standing of other cultures, and be-

come more educated global citizens.  

 Spanish Class 

Foreign Language for Youth is offer-
ing Spanish this year at Gateway 
Middle School.  Class begins the 

week of October 12 and continues 
until April.  The full session is $279 
for the first or call us at 360-779-

5269. child in a family and $274 for 
each additional child.  Class meets 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7:10-
7:50 AM.  For more information 

about this class and for registration 
information, please visit us at 

www.foreignlanguageforyouth.org  

 

 

 

ODDS & ENDS 

Dates To 

Remember: 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

Monday Oct. 26th  

All Last Names 

1:00-3:45 pm  

Last Names A-L 

5:00ñ8:00 pm 

Wednesday Oct. 28th 

All Last  Names 

1:00 ð3:45 pm 

Last Names M-Z 

5:00 ð8:00 pm 

http://www.foreignlanguageforyouth.org/
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Gateway PTSA News 

EMAILñNEWSLETTER 

ENROLLMENT FORM 

GATEWAY MIDDLE SCHOOL PTSA IS GREEN! 

The newsletter will only be available on our website www.GatewayPTSA.org or via email.  Please complete the infor-

mation requested below in order to receive the newsletter via email.   

(We have also eliminated òWeekly Email Updatesó.  If there is a need to revise or post additional information 

after the newsletter is completed we will issue email updates only as needed.) 

________________________________________________________________ 

Students Name___________________________  Grade____________________ 

Parents Name___________________________ Phone Number_______________ 

Email Address____________________________________________________ 

 

Parent Signature______________________ Date_________________________ 

 

 

 

Gateway PTSA Painless Fundraising 

  Albertsonõs and Safeway Cards 

 

Name:_______________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone #:________________________________________________________ 

Albertsonõs Card#:______________________________________________________ 

Safeway Card#________________________________________________________ 

**If you have children who attend Jackson High School or Forest View Elementary, Silver Firs Elementary, Mill Creek Ele-

mentary or Penny Creek Elementary you can elect to designate your Albertsonõs donation to up to 4 schools. 

Schools other than Gateway: 

Forest View Elementary ___  Penny Creek Elementary___            Mill Creek Elementary___ 

Silver Firs Elementary___  Jackson High School___ 




