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- Welcome to the 2009-2010 school year.
Heidi Pannell
Treasurer The Gateway PTSA Executive Committee has been busy preparing for the school year.
GatewayTreasurer We hope that you will join Gateway PTSA. We are an active group that strives to sup-
@gmail.com port our students, staff, and administrators. Your membership will help us to continue

this work.
Kathy Kondakjian

Secretary PTSA in Middle School is somewhat different from PTA in Elementary School. We are
GatewaySecretary a Parent, Teacher, Student Association. At this stage in their education the students
@gmail.com become more involved in providing meaningful programs for their school. Together

our student led ASB and Gateway PTSA provide many great programs for the student
body. Our goal as a PTSA is to create a better school environment and better educa-
tional experience for all students.

Liza Granada
Membership Co -Chair
GatewayMembership

@gmail.com Gateway PTSA meets on the third Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm in the Li-

brary. Our first meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 17t at 6:30 pm. We
encourage all parents and guardians to join Gateway PTSA. More than 500 independent
INSIDE research studies have shown that pare
THIS ISSUE: grades and test scores, as well as lowering discipline problems and involvement with
Calendar of Events drugs and alcohol. By giving your time and talent to the service of our school you are
not only helping the school, lgut are also setting a great example for your children on
how to be an effective volunteer in their community. Volunteering does not require a
Volunteer Opportunities large time commitment. Committing to 2 hours of volunteer time per trimester can
Assistant Princi il make a BIG difference. We have a variety of committees, events and activities that can

Principal 6s

Report fit best with your interests, schedule and talents. Many do not require time during the
Painless Fundraising school day. However, Everett Public Schools must approve all in school volunteers. If
Student Drop OFF you need an application please visit www.everett.k12.wa.us. Go to “Comm

“Volunteer to downl oad an applicatio
forms and return them to the main office at Gateway. Please see page 4 for volunteer
Newsletter receipt preference Opportunities i

Odds & Ends

There is a lot to be accomplished this year. We would really appreciate your support by
joining Gateway PTSA. Your membership and volunteer time really do make a differ-
ence. We are committed to seeing our students succeed and enjoy their middle school
years.

For more information about Gateway PTSA please visit our website at

WWW.QatCWQ.thsa.OIQ.


http://www.everett.k12.wa.us/
http://www.gatewayptsa.org/

September 2009

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
31 1 Orientation 2 3 4 5
6™ Grade 7 Grade
Orientation 9:000610:00 am
1:008 4:00 pm A-L

10:061 11:00 am
M-Z
8" Grade
A-L
1:0062:00 pm
M-Z
2:0G1 3:00 PM

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Orientation School Begins | 7" & 8" Grade
Packets Boysé®
Available in Football Prac-
Office. No tice begins
Make Up Ori-
entation

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Girlsdé Softball PTSA Meeting | Early Release
Practice Begins in the Library

6:30 pm
Co-Ed Cross
Country Practice
Begins

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Magazine Drive Curriculum Student Store
Kick Off Night Opens All
Assembly 6:3008:30 pm Lunches
1:50 pm

Magazine Turn
In #1

27 28 29 30CrossCountry °
Football Jambo- | Magazine Drive | v. North & Gatewag Mlddle
ree @ Heather- | Turn In #2 Heatherwood

wood 3:30 pm

@ Heatherwood
3:45 pm

Softball
V. Eisenhower @
Gateway 3:45pm

School

Calendar of Events
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From the Principal
Peter Scott

Dear Gateway Families,

It is a privilege to welcome you back for the 2009-2010 school year at Gateway. We are very excited to be-
gin another year of learning and look forward to helping each student reach their goals. I hope this letter
finds your family enjoying the last few weeks of summer in preparation for the busy fall season.

One critical piece of our mission at Gateway is to inspire lifelong learning in our students, and we hope to
capitalize on the learning they have experienced this summer. The entire Gateway staff extended their learn-
ing as well this summer by engaging in a book study which will, in large part, form the basis for our back-to-
school professional preparation.

Planning for the upcoming school year also requires time to reflect on past practice in the spirit of continu-
ous improvement for the future. Before school begins, our staff will analyze student achievement data to
determine areas of strength and areas in need of improvement. We are very proud that our students, in
every content area, outperformed district and state averages on the 2009 WASL. Using this and other data
as a platform, we will launch into planning for high quality learning experiences for each student.

While assessment results and strategic planning are necessary, we firmly believe that in order for learning to
occur at the middle school level, we must have an evolving understanding of how to motivate and provide a
welcoming environment for our students. Our staff will revisit 0 T h e S jwkich Raddsvéoped to
serve as a descriptor of our core beliefs as a school.

We believe that promoting this welcoming environment starts with a commitment to building strong, au-
thentic relationships with our students. Research on student motivation has confirmed time and again that
students respond positively when they perceive teachers to recognize their strengths. Interview a secondary
student — particularly a struggling student - and they will undoubtedly tell you it was a teacher or coach with
whom they shared a close relationship that made coursework come alive.

Relationships lead to relevance, regardless of content area. If students trust their teachers, and teachers are
passionate about their teaching and content, then students will learn. It is here that rigor works to both the
student’s and teacher’s advantage: student
relevance in the content and enjoy a relationship with a caring teacher.

Results come in multiple forms, and always require a reflective spirit to analyze what next steps are neces-
sary to reach students. Positive, incremental results should be expected when supportive instruction is tai-
lored around relevant and rigorous learning experiences and measured in ways that promote the strengths of
each student. Reflection is the hallmark of a life-long learner. It is a vehicle through which professionals
seek to strengthen their teaching and modify areas that need improvement. At the center, all stakeholders
share responsibility to invest in relationships to begin the process of improving student learning.

We appreciate the opportunity to partner with you to make this a year of meaningful growth for each stu-
dent. Please let us know how we can be of greater support and service to our students.

All the best,
Peter Scott

Principal, Gateway Middle School
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIE

8th Grade Bridging Reception — June Legislation— Ongoing

Book Fair-December & March Reflections—Ongoing

Box Tops for Education—October & February Staff Appreciation-Monthly

Dance Chaperones—Once per Trimester Student of the Month Breakfast-Once per
Trimester

Emergency Preparedness —Ongoing Webmaster- Ongoing

Guardian Awards Breakfast—Twice per year Y early Goals & Spending -Ongoing

RN All of the Committees listed above need a Chair as well as volunteer members.
2 9 Any committee can be Co-Chaired by 2 people, so grab a friend and share the
“® fun! We can really use your time and expertise in all of these areas. Please
* contact VP of Volunteers Debbie Strong at GatewayVPofVolunteers@gmail.com

if you are able to help with any of these committees.

From the Assistant Principal
Elizabeth Nunes

Happy New Year!! Educators get a rare privilege to celebrate the New Year both on January 15t as well as the opening of school each Sep-
tember. This is a wonderful opportunity to set new goals, make positive changes to improve the school climate, and re-establish the criti-
cal relationships that are the cornerstone of our school community: those with our students, their parents, and our dedicated staff mem-
bers.

We are honored to serve your children here at Gateway Middle School. I welcome back our returning students are eagerly anticipate get-
ting to know our new ones. Students are welcome to be dropped off at 7:50 a.m. each day when our building doors open. Thank you for

waiting until that time so that our teachers can prepare for the school day and we administrators can ensure the safe supervision of your
children.

Gateway has a crew of great bus drivers who also ensure that your children are safe. I meet with them throughout the school year to re-
view policies, check on concerns, and encourage them to development a positive rapport with our students. If you do choose to drive
your child to school, please note that the drop-off area is behind the building near the end of the 300 hallway. It is critical that we keep
traffic flowing in front of the main office, so please do not stop there to let your child out of the car. We want to ensure that students are
in a safe, secure area without the threat of incoming/exiting cars.

Athletics and other extra-curricular activities provide a wonderful way for middle school students to get involved in the school commu-
nity. Research shows that students who get and stay involved in these activities feel more connected to school and experience success
both in and out of the classroom as a result. For our 7t and 8t graders, three sports are offered in the fall: Football, Girls Softball and
Cross Country. Football practice begins on Thursday, September 10 and both Softball and Cross Country begin on Monday, September
14th, Students must have all paper work in before attending practice. Please stop by the main office if you need an athletic information
packet.

For our 6t graders, we offer a comprehensive Intramurals program. Last year this included: Volleyball, Rock Wall, Kickball, Pickleball,
Bowling, Tennis, Ultimate Frisbee, and other competitive sports. Intramurals typically begins in mid-October and we will send home in-
formation about the program once details are finalized.

Again, welcome back to Gateway for what will certainly be an exciting school year. Please do not hesitate to call or e-mail me if you have
questions, concerns, or suggestions that may enhance our school community.



$$ PAINLESS FUNDRAISING $$

I n order to not compete with the ASBOsS magazine dr
-competitive types of fundraising. The following are 2 of our largest earning fundraising programs. For a
complete list of Gateway PTSA fundraising options please go to our website at www.gatewayptsa.org.

These fundraising options help us to provide all of the programs we offer at Gateway.

— A\ Albertsons
Commnltypanljnﬂrs MOPpT YV YOON YECchO6oOYYo=Z8nYYOTY

Gitving back for youth, One cart at a time.

Your Al bertsondéds card can be used to benefit Ga
nity Partners program, PTSA can receive free funds based on the purchases you make.
Pl ease | ink your Al bertsonds card with Gateway

Option 1 - Online : To update your Community Partners account; please visit http:/

www.albertsons.com Cl i ck on the Aln the Communityo | ink t
on the ASee also: Community Partnerso | ink on t
the Community Partners homepage. Click on the i
Savings Card firsto | ink. Y oRrefewadISdvings Gadn number di r e
and the telephone number you signed up with. Th
partner enter the n d&atewapoMiddié $ckool ®TSé aon. i zQantcieo ny ofu  h a
found Gateway, click on AUpdate Partnerso.

Option 2 - Telephone Customer Care: Albertson's will change your Community Partners designa-
tion by telephone. Call 1-877-932-7948.

NOTE: If you have students in multiple schools, you can designate a percentage to each school
through the Community Partners program.

eScrip -

Gateway PTSA participates in the eScrip program (www.eScrip.com). You can register your Safe-
way card, debit cards and credit cards  to earn FREE $3$3$ for Gateway PTSA via eScrip. Please
visit www.eScrip.com and follow the easy steps for supporter registration to become enrolled.
The group name is Gateway Middle School PTSA. It costs you nothing more than just making
your normal purchases to benefit Gateway PTSA.

Thank you for participating in these APainlesso fun:i
fer the many programs we have that benefit your student and the Gateway staff.


http://www.gatewayptsa.org/
http://www.albertsons.com/
http://www.albertsons.com/
file:///D:/PTSA%20Fundraising/www.eScrip.com

A message from our Security Officer Mr. Viloria

When dropping your student off in the morning please use our
drop-off zone. See the map below for details.

Gateway Parents:
Thank you for
dropping your
Student student(s) in the
Drop-Off designated
EXIT Dron-Off ZONE
Flow LTODR-UINT LUNE

BUS LOADING
AREA/EVENTS
PARKING

GYM

Thanks for your help in keeping our kids safe!



What to Do if You are Unable
to Attend Orientation?

Students who are unable to at-
tend the orientation session for
their class may pick up an orienta-
tion packet at the main office,
Tuesday, September 8th

First Day of School

The building will be open by
7:50 a.m. Students who have re-
ceived their schedules should re-
port to their first period class be-
fore 8:10 a.m. Students needing
schedules and any other assistance
will be helped by students and
staff who will be available begin-
ning at 7:50 a.m. in the Commons
to answer their questions, so that
they will be in class by 8:10 a.m. as
well.

Medications at School

If your student needs to take medi-
cations at schoold prescription or
over-the-counterd you must have a
signed
file in the school health room.
Forms will be available at orienta-
tion. Please note that all medica-
tions are distributed through the
school health room only and no
students should bring medication
to school without going through the
office procedure.

What to Wear to School

Students are expected to dress
comfortably, but appropriately for
a school setting. Some of the arti-
cles of clothing that are considered
inappropriate for school are: cloth-

ODDS & ENDS

ing which advertises or suggests
drugs, alcohol or tobacco products,
or activities/language unsuitable
for students of middle school age;
clothing that exposes the back,
shoulders, stomach or tight / low -
cut tank tops, clothing that is dam-
aged or altered (cutoffs, torn jeans,
altered T-shirts, etc.) Visible un-
dergarments are also not appropri-
ate for school. Shorts of contempo-
rary style that reach mid-thigh (no
short shorts) are permitted. Hats
and sunglasses are not allowed in-
side the building.

While many students choose to
wear fragrances to school, fra-
grances should be worn in modera-
tion so as not to distract, disrupt, or
offend others. In addition, some
members of the school community
have health conditions that are
negatively affected by fragrances
worn by others. In those circum-
stances, students will be asked to
refrain from wearing fragrances to
school.

dOCtOfﬁS/palcutGo f—o+—m—on

Lunch / Breakfast Prices

Regular Lunchd $2.75
Reduced Lunchd 40¢

Regular Breakfastd $1.25
Reduced Breakfast No Charge

ASB Prices

Available at Orientation and the
first week of school:

$40.00 6 Combo (ASB ID Card,
Planner, PE Uniform and Mesh
Bag)

Items Purchased Separately:

ASB ID Card............. $10.00
Planner:---- -« ereveeennsn $6 00
Yearbook.................. $30.00
PE Shirt......ccccccevveenn $8.00
PE Shorts................. $10.00
PE Mesh Bag........... $10.00
Spanish Class

Foreign Language for Youth is
offeringSpanish this year at
Gateway Middle School.Class
begins the week of October 12
and continues until April.The
full session is $279 for the first
child in a family and $274 for
each additional childClass
meetsTuesdays and Thurs-
days, 7:10-7:50 AM. For more
information about this class and
for registration information,
please visit us at
www.foreignlanguageforyouth.org
or call us at 366779-5269.



http://www.foreignlanguageforyouth.org/

Gateway PTSA New

EMAIINEWSLETTER |

ENROLLMENT FORM

GATEWAY MIDDLE SCHOOL PTSA IS C
The newslettenhill available on our website
www.Gatewayr s email. Please complete the |

guested below in order to receive the newélet
: (We haveealso mi nat ed 0 Weherk ik aneddl liIDE[E

. or post additional information after the newsletter is coémpli
updates only as needed.) |

' Students Name Grade
EParents Name Phone Number

: Email Address

Parent Signature Date

Please return this form to the Main Office at Gateway
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! Gateway PTSA News is a published newsletter. The PTSA does not share information with commercial e
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